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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-30 are presented for examination. Claims 1, 8, 13, 19 and 26 have 
been amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dennis 
(US 6,651 ,087). 

4. As per claim 1 , Dennis teaches the invention as claimed including a data 
structure for an electronic mail file comprising a first portion comprising a single file 
including [Message, Fig. 3] combined electronic mail data [335, Fig. 3] and variable 
meta-data information [340, Fig. 3; col. 2, lines 25-56; col. 4, lines 4-17]; and a second 
portion comprising a header [325, Fig. 3] with link to information capable of monitoring 
changes in the variable meta-data information, the information additionally capable of 
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identifying a location of the electronic mail data within electronic mail file [col. 1, line 65 
- col. 2, line 39; col. 3, line 3, line 50 - col. 4, line 3; col. 6, lines 41-65; col. 10, lines 47- 
62]. 

5. As per claims 2-4, Dennis teaches the header includes a link to a start of the 
electronic mail data, a link to an electronic mail sender and a link to an electronic mail 
recipient [325, 330, Fig. 3]. 

6. As per claims 5 and 6, Dennis teaches the header operates as an encoder and 
monitors changes to the variable meta-data information [col. 8, line 63 - col. 9, line 1 1]. 

7. As per claim 6, Dennis teaches the header operates as an encoder and monitors 
a location of the electronic mail data within the file [335, Fig. 3]. 

8. As per claim 7, Dennis teaches the meta-data information is referenced in the 
header [contents, Fig. 3]. 

9. As per claims 8-12, since they are method claims of claims 1-7, they are rejected 
for the same basis as claims 1-7 above. 



10. As per claims 13-18, since they are computer program claims of claims 1-7, they 
are rejected for the same basis as claims 1-7 above. 
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11. As per claims 1 9-25, since they disclose the same limitation as claims 1 -7 from 
different prospect (i.e., sender and receiver), they are rejected for the same basis as 
claims 1-7 above. 

12. As per claim 26, Dennis teaches the invention as claimed including a method of 
providing single electronic mail file from a sending computer to at least one receiving 
computer within a data communication network comprising: 

establishing a simple mail transfer protocol (SMTP) session between the sending 
computer and the at least one receiving computer, generating commands by the 
sending computer, sending the commands to the at least one receiving computer [col. 
3, lines 54-57]; and sending replies from the at least one receiving computer to the 
sending computers wherein the electronic mail file includes combined electronic mail 
data [335, Fig. 3] and variable meta-data information [340, Fig. 3; col. 2, lines 25-56] 
and a header [325, Fig. 3] containing links to meta-data information and to a location of 
the electronic mail data within electronic mail file [col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 39; col. 3, 
line 3, line 50 - col. 4, line 3; col. 6, lines 41-65; col. 10, lines 47-62]. 

13. As per claim 27, Dennis teaches the data communication network includes an 
Internet or Intranet [col. 6, lines 16-30]. 

14. As per claim 28, Dennis teaches the header includes a link to a start of the 
electronic mail data, to an electronic mail sender, and to an electronic mail recipient 
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[325, 330, Fig. 3]. 
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15. As per claim 29, Dennis teaches the header monitors changes to the meta-data 
information and monitors a location of the electronic mail data within the file [col. 8, line 
63 -col. 9, line 11]. 

16. As per claim 30, Dennis teaches the meta-data information is referenced in the 
header [contents, Fig. 3]. 

Conclusion 

17. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-30 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jinsong Hu whose telephone number is (571) 272-3965. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571 ) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jinsong Hu 
Novembre 23, 2005 



